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North Korea will never abandon its nuclear weapon.  Nuclear weapon and closed society are 

two main tools for maintaining the Kim dynasty’s political power.  Although there is little 

North Korea could earn by conducting nuclear tests, North Korea would go on if there is little 

to lose.  The recent Iranian success —declared— in bringing back the monkey into the 

atmosphere signifies Iran has acquired the technique and material to protect nuclear warhead 

when it reenters into the atmosphere from the stratosphere.  If this technique is transferred to 

North Korea, North Korea could possess three core techniques to manufacture ICBMs with 

nuclear warhead.  The denuclearization of South Africa and Sweden and the nuclearization 

of Pakistan suggest several scenarios. Domestic consensus and risk-taking are two 

interconnected keys to deal with the nuclear North Korea. 

 


